
                                                                                                  Art & Design Progression of skills 

 

 

At St Gabriel’s Primary School, we value Art and Design as an important part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Art and 

Design provides the children with opportunities to develop and extend key skills and to express their individual interests, thoughts and ideas. 

Art and Design embodies some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high quality Art education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils whilst 

equipping them with knowledge and skills to experiment, explore and create their own works of Art. 

As pupils progress, they will be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of artists techniques and styles. 

 

The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

1. Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 

2. Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. 

3. Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 

4. Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

The teaching of Art and Design at St Gabriel’s is based on the National Curriculum, through creative weeks and links to each year groups Topics. Key skills and knowledge are explicitly 

taught within 3 creative weeks each year. Each creative week focuses on a different area of Art e.g. Drawing, Painting, and Printing etc. Children also have the opportunity to develop 

their art skills within other areas of the curriculum; History and Geography. 

Children have the opportunity to learn about famous Artists, both male and female, and use their work as examples and stimuli for their own projects. Our curriculum looks to engage, inspire 

and challenge pupils, equipping them with knowledge and skills to confidently and openly produce their own works of art and design. 

 

Within Pre-School and Reception, it is important that children are allowed many opportunities to explore and experiment within each area of Art. 

They have opportunities to: 

o Explore movement and textures through the use of a variety of tools, equipment and materials. 

o Manipulate and create different effects using a range of materials. 

o Express their own ideas using a variety of equipment and materials. 

o Explore colours and use them for a particular purpose. 

o Develop skills when using different tools e.g. stamps, rollers, paint brushes etc. 

o Begin to develop and adapt their work, where necessary. 

 

 

 

Within Key Stage 1 children should continue to explore, experiment and express their ideas, within each area of Art. 

Children will be taught to: 

o Use a variety of materials to design and create final pieces of artwork. 

o Use the key skills taught to develop and share their ideas, within each area of Art. 

o Develop a wide range of techniques to use colour, pattern, line, texture and shape to create differing pieces of Art. 

o Describe the similarities and differences between different artists and the techniques they have used. 

o Comment on their opinions of an artist’s work, this could be if they like it or not, or how does it make them feel etc. 

 

 

Within Key Stage 2 children are continuing to develop their skills as artists. At the Start of KS2 they will be introduced analysing artists techniques and artwork, as well as annotating their own 

designs and developing ideas. The detail of annotations will increase as the children move through KS2. 

Children will be taught to: 

o Create sketchbooks to record observations of their work and work of other artists. 



o Use sketchbooks to annotate, review and revisit their ideas and designs. 

o Develop their art skills and techniques using a range of materials e.g. pencils of different grades, charcoal, different types of paint, clay etc. 

o Analyse and create artwork in the style of, not only, great artists and designers in history, but modern artists also. 

 

 

Our Art curriculum at St Gabriel’s is planned to demonstrate and provide clear progression throughout each creative week. Children will then have the opportunity to transfer and develop these 

key skills within other areas of the curriculum; History, Geography and Science. 

Assessments are made at the end of each creative week and are combined at the end of the year. Children that are accessing their year groups key skills are deemed to be making Age Related 

Progress, those that are firmly secure in their year groups skills will be assessed as working above. 

 

  
 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Drawing Explore with mark 

making. 

 

Explore control of 

pencil. 

 

Enclosing a shape – 

e.g. a circle is closed 

with no gaps. 

 

When drawing a 

person it should 

resemble a human 

form. 

 

Using hand to grip 

the pencil – ensuring 

control. 

 

Drawing with their 

preferred hand.  

 

Ensure that the lines 

and shapes they draw 

are connected leaving 

no gaps. 

 

Children must be 

able to say what they 

have drawn. 

 

When drawing 

people it should be 

drawn with added 

detail – clear 

representation of 

hair, fingers etc.  

 

Tripod grip should be 

used, showing 

control of the pencil.  

 

Use different media 

and tools to 

experiment with lines 

and shapes e.g. 

different grades of 

pencil, graphite, 

chalk, felt tips. 

 

Draw lines of 

different shapes, 

sizes and thickness. 

 

Draw lines and 

shapes from 

observations e.g. 

objects in the 

classroom, nature etc.  

 

Create moods using 

colour e.g. warm 

tones (oranges, reds) 

, cool tones (blues), 

happy (pinks, purple, 

yellow), sad (darker 

tones) 

 

Communicate 

something about 

themselves, e.g. 

through the 

image/object they are 

drawing or choice of 

colour. 

  

Experiment with 

different lines and 

shapes.  

 

Experiment and 

explore using 

charcoal, pencils, 

pastels and chalk. 

 

Investigate pattern 

and texture by 

rubbing different 

materials e.g. leaves, 

bark, coins, the 

ground. 

 

Use different grades 

of pencil. 

 

Show pattern and 

textures in their 

drawing using 

different line marks. 

 

Discuss shadows 

using the terms light 

and dark. 

 

Create different tones 

using light and dark 

marks.  

Draw single and 

grouped objects. 

 

Experiment with 

different grades of 

pencil to show 

different tones, 

textures and patterns 

in their drawings. 

 

Experiment with 

charcoal, pastels, 

chalks, crayons, pens 

to create different 

lines, shape and 

texture.  

 

Show facial 

expressions in their 

drawings. 

 

Plan, refine and alter 

their drawings. 

 

Accurately draw 

faces. 

Show facial 

expressions in their 

drawings. 

 

Identify and draw 

simple objects. 

 

Use marks and lines 

to produce texture. 

 

Organise line, tone, 

shape and colour to 

represent figures and 

forms in movement. 

 

Begin to show 

reflections. 

 

Experiment with 

different grades of 

pencil to add shade. 

 

Scale and proportion 

should be accurate.  

 

Accurate drawing of 

people. 

Identify and draw 

simple objects. 

 

Use marks and lines 

to create texture. 

 

Use shading to create 

mood and feeling. 

 

Use line, tone, shape 

and colour to 

represent figures and 

forms in movement. 

 

Show reflections in 

their drawing. 

 

Produce increasingly 

accurate drawings of 

people. 

 

Scale and proportion 

will be accurate.  

 

Different techniques 

such as shading, 

blending and 

hatching should be 

evident.  

Drawings should 

communicate 

emotions and show 

their imagination. 

 

Drawings should be 

done with accuracy. 

 

Explain the different 

tools they have used 

to create their 

drawing e.g. Type of 

pencil, lines and 

shading etc. 

 

Show the effect of 

light on people and 

objects. 

 

Produce increasingly 

accurate drawings of 

people. 

 

Scale and proportion 

will be accurate.  

 

Different techniques 

such as shading, 

blending and 

hatching should be 

evident. 

 

 

 

 



Drawing people – 

Identify each facial 

feature, positioning 

them correctly with 

some understanding 

of proportion.  

Use a viewfinder to 

focus on a specific 

part of an image or 

object. 

 

Drawing people - 

Positioning of facial 

features should be 

correct, 

understanding the 

proportion of each 

feature should be 

more accurate. 

 

 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Painting Be able to name the 

different colours. 

 

Us blocks of one 

colour to paint. 

 

Use thick paint 

brushes- showing 

some control. 

 

Explore mixing 

paints on the paper – 

how paint colour can 

change. 

 

Exploring painting 

lines and shapes 

making marks, 

enclosing a space.  

 

Know they use a 

paint brush to paint.  

 

Explore painting on 

easels. 

 

Recognise the 

primary colours. 

 

Mix colours – not 

knowing the result. 

 

Use paint with 

textures – adding 

sand, sawdust etc. 

 

Explore painting with 

their fingers. 

 

Painting must 

resemble a picture. 

 

Exploring painting 

on easels and at 

tables.  

 

Explores painting 

using different 

brushes and tools. 

 

Communicate 

something about 

themselves in their 

painting. 

 

Create moods in their 

painting – choice of 

colour. 

 

Choose an 

appropriate brush – 

thick or thin. 

 

Paint a picture of 

something they see. 

 

Name the primary 

and secondary 

colours. 

 

 

Mix paint to create 

all the secondary 

colours 

 

Mix paint and predict 

the outcome – blue 

and purple = ? 

 

Mix paint to make 

the colour brown. 

 

Make tints by adding 

white. 

 

Make shades by 

adding black. 

 

Work on a range of 

scales e.g. Larger 

paper and brushes.  

 

Able to name 

different types of 

paint e.g. water 

colour, acrylic etc.  

 

Predict with accuracy 

the colours they mix. 

 

Know where each of 

the primary and 

secondary colours sit 

on the colour wheel. 

 

Create a background 

using a wash – 

watercolours, diluted 

paints etc.  

 

Use a range of 

brushes to create 

different effects. 

 

Produce work on 

different scales – 

smaller and larger 

pieces.  

 

Experiment with 

different types of 

paint.  

 

Experiment with 

using tints, tones and 

shades to create 

depth and texture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Create all the colours 

they need. 

 

Create mood in their 

painting – choice of 

colour or by image. 

 

Create tints by 

adding white. 

 

Create tones by 

adding grey. 

 

Create shads by 

adding black. 

 

Use tints, tones and 

shades to create 

mood and feeling. 

Demonstrate a secure 

knowledge about 

primary and 

secondary colours, 

warm and cold tones, 

complimentary and 

contrasting colours.  

 

Create a range of 

moods in their 

painting. 

 

Express their 

emotions accurately 

through their 

painting.  

 

Successfully use 

tints, tones and 

shades to add depth 

and detail. 

 

 

 

Use a wide range of 

techniques in their 

work.  

 

Explain why they 

have chosen specific 

painting techniques.  

 

Demonstrate a secure 

knowledge about 

primary and 

secondary colours, 

warm and cold tones, 

complimentary and 

contrasting colours.  

 



  

 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Printing Printing with 

different fruits and 

vegetables. 

 

Printing using leaves 

– dip leaves into the 

paint.  

 

Use stamps of 

different sizes (with 

handles) – dip the 

stamp into the paint – 

wipe excess off. 

 

Exploring different 

textures using rolling 

and rubbing – leaves, 

bark, coins, floor etc. 

(using wax crayon) 

 

Bubble printing.  

 

Printing with 

different fruits and 

vegetables – different 

sizes. 

 

Printing using leaves. 

 

Use stamps of 

different sizes – dip 

the stamp into the 

paint – wipe excess 

off. 

 

Exploring different 

textures using rolling 

and rubbing – leaves, 

bark, coins, floor etc.  

 

Print using repeated 

patterns – colour.  

 

Bubble printing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore printing with 

sponges, vegetables 

and fruit. 

 

Print onto different 

sizes of paper. 

 

Design their own 

printing block. 

 

Create a repeated 

pattern – colour or 

image.  

 

Create a print using 

pressing, rolling, 

rubbing and 

stamping. 

 

Create a print like a 

designer. 

 

Create prints using 

more accurate 

repeated patterns. 

 

Explore pattern and 

shape to create 

different designs. 

 

Make their own 

printing block – 

carved into foam or 

Styrofoam.  

 

Make a 2 colour print 

– can be done using a 

repeated pattern. 

 

Print using at least 4 

different colours. 

 

Create an accurate 

print design.  

 

Print onto different 

material – fabric, 

card etc. 

Print using a number 

of colours. 

 

Create an accurate 

print design that 

meets a set criteria. 

 

Print onto different 

materials – fabric, 

card etc. 

Overlap their prints 

using different 

colours. 

 

Look carefully at the 

effectiveness of their 

printing methods – 

improve upon. 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Textiles Weaving ribbon onto 

girds e.g fence. 

 

Group materials 

through their colour. 

 

Choose materials 

through their colour. 

 

Given pre-cut 

materials to weave. 

 

Weaving ribbon and 

other materials on 

grids.  

 

Group materials 

through their colour. 

 

Chose materials 

through their colour 

and shape.  

 

Cut fabric or threads 

to the right length.  

Choose and group 

the materials that 

they need. 

 

Cut the fabrics or 

threads that they 

need. 

 

Thread a needle. 

 

Use one type of 

stitch.  

 

Join fabric using 

glue. 

 

Sew fabrics together 

using a simple stitch. 

 

Tie of threads using 

knots. 

 

Create part of a class 

patchwork. 

 

Add onto their work 

to create texture – 

adding threads, knots 

etc.  

 

Develop skills in 

stitching, cutting and 

joining materials. 

 

Use more than one 

type of stitch in 

embroidery. 

 

Develop skills in 

stitching, cutting and 

joining fabrics. 

 

Add onto their work 

to create texture and 

detail – adding 

threads, knots etc.  

 

Use more than one 

type of stitch in 

embroidery. 

 

Develop skills in 

stitching, cutting and 

joining fabrics. 

 

Add onto their work 

to create texture and 

detail – adding 

threads, knots etc.  

 

Use more than 3 

types of stitches in 

embroidery. 

 

Develop skills in 

stitching, cutting and 

joining fabrics. 

 

Add onto their work 

to create texture and 

detail – adding 

threads, knots etc.  

 

Use more than 3 

types of stitches in 

embroidery. 

 



Thread lace through 

pre-cut holes (large) 

in different shapes. 

 

 

Thread lace or ribbon 

through pre-cut holes 

(smaller) in different 

shapes. 

 Apply simple 

decoration using 

beads, feathers, 

buttons etc.  

 

Join fabric together 

to form a quilt. 

 

Use sewing to add 

detail onto a piece of 

work. 

 

Use sewing to add 

detail onto a piece of 

work. 

 

Use sewing to add 

detail onto a piece of 

work. 

 

Use sewing to add 

detail onto a piece of 

work. 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

3d Sculpture Use rollers 

(patterned), 

modelling tools to 

add texture – 

showing some 

control. 

 

Use different tools, 

cutters etc. to make 

different shapes.   

 

Cut, roll and pinch 

clay, dough or 

plasticine.   

Use rollers 

(patterned), 

modelling tools to 

add texture – 

increased control. 

 

Use different tools, 

cutters etc. to make 

different shapes.  

 

Cut, roll, pinch and 

coil clay, dough or 

plasticine.   

Confidently use 

rollers (patterned), 

modelling tools to 

add texture  

 

Cut, roll, pinch and 

coil clay, dough or 

plasticine to the 

desired shape. 

Manipulate materials 

to make a clay pot, 

thumb pot or a coil 

pot.  

 

Add texture onto a 

tile design.  

 

Make joins with 2 

pieces of clay. 

 

Add line and shape to 

their work. 

 

Experiment with a 

variety of tools to 

make marks and 

patterns.  

 

 

 

 

 

Plan and design a 

clay model. 

 

Develop skills in 

joining, extending 

and modelling clay. 

 

Increased accuracy 

with using tools to 

add texture. 

Experiment with and 

combine materials. 

 

Being to sculpt clay 

and other materials. 

 

Plan and make 

models from 

observation and 

imagination.  

 

Develop skill in in 

joining, extending 

and modelling clay. 

 

Experiment and 

combine materials to 

make a 3D form. 

 

Sculpt clay and other 

malleable materials. 

 

 

 

Experiment and 

combine materials to 

make a 3D form. 

 

Sculpt clay and other 

malleable materials. 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Collage Given a shape to 

collage. 

 

Children must mostly 

stay within the lines 

of the shape. 

 

Children will be 

given pre-cut shapes 

to collage with.  

 

Children will use a 

glue stick to attach 

the material. 

 

Given a shape to 

collage. 

 

Children will fill the 

shape, making sure 

the collage is 

overlapped. 

 

Children may start 

using a glue stick to 

attach their collage 

but then moving onto 

using PVA with a 

glue spreader.  

 

Their collage must 

show a mood – this 

Cut and tear paper 

with increased 

accuracy.  

 

Gather and sort the 

materials they need. 

 

 

Create group and 

individual collage. 

 

Use different types of 

material on their 

collage and explain 

why they have 

chosen them. 

 

Use repeated patterns 

in their collage.  

 

Arrange and group 

materials to create 

different 

backgrounds. 

 

Cut and tear 

materials they need 

accurately. 

 

Overlap the 

materials. 

 

Experiment using 

different colours with 

the collage. 

 

Use mosaics.   

 

Experiment with 

tearing, overlapping 

and layering different 

Combine visual and 

tactile qualities.  

 

Tear their materials 

accurately - cut 

fabrics accurately. 

 

Experiment with use 

of colour.  

 

Use ceramic mosaics 

to produce a piece of 

art work – as a whole 

class or individual.  

 

Combine visual and 

tactile qualities to 

express mood and 

emotion. 

 

Experiment with 

choice of colour. 

 

Tear their materials 

accurately - cut 

fabrics accurately. 

Use ceramic mosaics 

to produce a piece of 

art work – as a whole 

class or individual.  

 

Combine visual and 

tactile qualities to 

express mood and 

emotion. 

 

Experiment with 

choice of colour. 

 

Tear their materials 

accurately - cut 

fabrics accurately. 

 



could be using warm 

or cool colours, 

seasonal colours etc. 

 

Fold, crumple, tear 

and overlap 

materials.  

 

materials to create 

texture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Use of ICT Use a simple painting 

program to create 

lines and shapes – 

mark making. 

 

Use tools to change 

the colour.  

 

Use a simple painting 

program to create a 

simple picture. 

 

Use tools to change 

the colour and brush 

size.  

 

Use a simple painting 

program to create a 

picture. 

 

Use tools such as fill 

and different brushes. 

Create a picture 

independently. 

 

Use simple mark 

making tools eg. 

Brush and pen tools. 

 

Reopen and edit their 

work. 

 

Use ICT programs to 

create a piece of 

work that includes 

their own work and 

that of others.  

 

Use the internet to 

research an artist or 

style of art.  

 

Present a collection 

of their work on a 

slide show. 

 

Use a graphics 

program to create 

images and effects 

using lines, shapes 

and colours. 

 

Present a collection 

of their work on a 

slide show. 

 

Use a graphics 

program to create 

images and effects 

using lines, shapes 

and colours. 

 

Present a collection 

of their work on a 

slide show. 

 

Use a graphics 

program to create 

images and effects 

using lines, shapes 

and colours. 

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Knowledge Describe what they 

can see in the work 

of other artists. 

Describe in more 

detail what they can 

see in the work of 

other artists. 

Describe in detail 

what they can see in 

the work of other 

artists. 

 

Describe in detail 

their likes of an 

artist’s work. 

 

Ask sensible 

questions about art.  

Explain how an artist 

have used colour, 

pattern and shape in 

their work. 

 

Create a piece of 

artwork in response 

to another artists 

work. 

Compare the work of 

different artists. 

 

Explore the work 

from other cultures. 

 

Begin to understand 

the viewpoints of 

others by looking at 

artwork and 

understanding how 

the artist feels and 

what they are trying 

to express.  

 

Experiment with 

different styles artists 

have used.  

 

Explain and discuss 

art from other 

cultures.  

 

Experiment with 

different styles artists 

have used.  

 

Explain and discuss 

in detail art from 

other cultures.  

 

Experiment with 

different styles artists 

have used.  

 

Explain and discuss 

in detail art from 

other cultures.  

 

 Pre-School Reception Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Sketchbooks     Use their 

sketchbooks to 

express feelings 

about a subject. 

 

Describe their likes 

and dislikes of 

artwork. 

 

Make notes in their 

sketchbooks about 

artists and their 

techniques.  

Use their sketchbook 

to express feelings 

about a subject. 

 

Describe with added 

detail their likes and 

dislikes about a piece 

of artwork. 

 

Use their sketchbook 

to adapt and improve 

their original ideas. 

 

Use their sketchbook 

to express feelings 

about a subject. 

 

Describe in detail 

their likes and 

dislikes about a piece 

of artwork. 

 

Use their sketchbook 

to adapt and improve 

their original ideas. 

 

Use their sketchbook 

to express feelings 

about a subject. 

 

Describe in detail 

their likes and 

dislikes about a piece 

of artwork. 

 

Describe in detail the 

techniques the artist 

has used and the 

effect it has. 



 

Suggest 

improvements to 

their work by 

keeping notes in their 

sketchbooks. 

 

Use their sketchbook 

to adapt and improve 

their original ideas. 

 

 


