
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression in History 

 

 Pre School Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

History progression of skills 

 
Our aim at St Gabriel’s is to encourage pupils to develop an appreciation and understanding of the past, evaluating a range of primary and secondary sources. 

Our young historians will also be able to explain clearly how these sources give us an insight about how people around the world used to live and how these 

interpretations may differ.  

Pupils will be taught to make links between these areas of learning, with the aim of developing engaged, motivated and curious learners that can reflect on the 

past and make meaningful links to the present day.  

Our History curriculum has been designed to cover all of the skills, knowledge and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum.  

The National Curriculum states that ‘a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that 

of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.’  

To ensure that pupils develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our History curriculum is organised into a progression model that outlines the skills, 

knowledge and vocabulary to be taught in a sequentially coherent way. 

 Chronological Understanding; Historical Understanding; Historical Enquiry; Interpretations of History; Organisation and Communication are all mapped out to 

ensure that pupils build on secure prior knowledge. 
 

 



Context of  

Study 

National 

Curriculum 

Seasons and 

seasonal change 

 

Weather 

 

Come and See 

topics 

 

RSE topics 

 

Plant and 

growth topic 

 

 

My self and my 

family 

 

Maths- 

language of 

time 

How have I 

changed since I 

was a baby? 

Link to science 

topic on growth 

and human life 

cycle 

 

 

What are our 

favourite 

celebrations? 

 

Come and See 

topics and 

seasonal 

celebrations. 

Bonfire, 

Christmas, 

Easter, Diwalli , 

Chinese New year 

and 

Remembrance 

day 

 

 

Why do we wear 

different clothes 

at different times 

of the year? 

(This needs to link 

to Seasonal 

change in science 

plans and Forest 

school) 

 

 

 

 

Myself 

changes within 

living memory 

– where 

appropriate, 

these should be 

used to reveal 

aspects of 

change in 

national life. 

Bus Route to 

Manchester,  

Great Fire of 

London 

events beyond 

living memory 

that are 

significant 

nationally or 

globally [for 

example, the 

Great Fire of 

London, the 

first aeroplane 

flight or events 

commemorated 

through 

festivals or 

anniversaries] 

The lives of 

significant 

individuals in 

the past who 

have 

contributed to 

national and 

international 

achievements, 

some should be 

Remembrance 

Events beyond 

living memory 

that are 

significant 

nationally or 

globally 

 [for example, 

the the first 

aeroplane flight 

or events 

commemorated 

through festivals 

or anniversaries 

Life in the past 

Changes within 

living memory – 

where 

appropriate, 

these should be 

used to reveal 

aspects of 

change in 

national life 

(Transport, space 

travel etc) 

 

Events beyond 

living memory 

that are 

significant 

nationally or 

globally 

 the first 

aeroplane flight 

or events 

commemorated 

through festivals 

or anniversaries] 

Prehistoric 

Britain 

changes in 

Britain from the 

Stone Age to the 

Iron Age 

This is to  

include: 

late Neolithic 

hunter-gatherers 

and early 

farmers, for 

example, Skara 

Brae 

Bronze Age 

religion, 

technology and 

travel, for 

example, 

Stonehenge 

Iron Age hill 

forts: tribal 

kingdoms, 

farming, art and 

culture (Celts) 

 

Roman Britain 

 

the Roman 

Empire and its 

impact on Britain 

Examples (non-

statutory) 

This could 

include: 

Anglo 

Saxons 

Britain’s 

settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons 

and Scots 

This is to 

include: 

Roman 

withdrawal 

from Britain in 

c. AD 410 and 

the fall of the 

western Roman 

Empire 

Reasons for 

Anglo-Saxon 

invasions, 

settlements and 

kingdoms: place 

names and 

village life 

Anglo-Saxon 

art and culture 

Christian 

conversion 

Canterbury, 

Iona and 

Lindisfarne 

Comparison 

between Roman 

and Anglo 

Saxon life. 

Vikings 

 

World War 

11 

a study of an 

aspect or 

theme in 

British history 

that extends 

pupils’ 

chronological 

knowledge 

beyond 1066. 

Reasons for 

conflict make 

links to other 

areas of 

conflict that 

the children 

have studied. 

Significant 

people 

Significant 

events 

including the 

battle of 

Britain. 

Impact on 

daily life. 

Comparison 

with events in 

Germany. 

 

Greeks 

Ancient 

Greece – a 

study of Greek 

life and 

Victorians and 

Local History 

a study of an 

aspect or theme 

in British 

history that 

extends pupils’ 

chronological 

knowledge 

beyond 1066 

A local history 

study 

a depth study 

linked to one of 

the British 

areas of study 

listed above 

a study over 

time tracing 

how several 

aspects of 

national history 

are reflected in 

the locality 

(this can go 

beyond 1066) 

First Railway, 

Mining, 

Factories and 

Lord Shaft 

berry’s reforms 

and impact of 

Dr Barnardo’s 

Local History 

week 

Mayans 



 used to compare 

aspects of life 

in different 

periods. 

Seaside 

Holidays 

changes within 

living memory 

– where 

appropriate, 

these should be 

used to reveal 

aspects of 

change in 

national life 

 

significant 

historical 

events, people 

and places in 

their own 

locality  

(Try to link 

with other 

history topic 

areas) 

 

 

Famous people  

The lives of 

significant 

individuals in the 

past who have 

contributed to 

national and 

international 

achievements, 

some should be 

used to compare 

aspects of life in 

different periods. 

Wright Brothers, 

Amelia Herart, 

Neil Armstrong,  

 

significant 

historical events, 

people and 

places in their 

own locality 

( Try to link with 

other history 

topic areas) 

Julius Caesar’s 

attempted 

invasion in 55-54 

BC 

the Roman 

Empire by AD 

42 and the power 

of its army 

successful 

invasion by 

Claudius and 

conquest, 

including 

Hadrian’s Wall 

British 

resistance, for 

example, 

Boudicca 

‘Romanisation’ 

of Britain: sites 

such as Caerwent 

and the impact of 

technology, 

culture and 

beliefs, including 

early Christianity 

Compare Roman 

life to Celtic life. 

 

The Viking and 

Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the 

Kingdom of 

England to the 

time of Edward 

the Confessor 

This is to  

include: 

Viking raids 

and invasion 

resistance by 

Alfred the Great 

and Athelstan, 

first king of 

England 

Further Viking 

invasions and 

Danegeld 

Anglo-Saxon 

laws and justice 

Edward the 

Confessor and 

his death in 

1066 

Compare and 

contrast aspects 

of Roman, 

Viking and 

Anglo Saxon 

life. 

 

 

Ancient 

Egyptians 

achievements 

and their 

influence on 

the western 

world. 

Democracy, 

rule of law, 

link to system 

of law today 

and how 

parliament 

works and 

make 

comparisons. 

Conflict 

between city 

states. 

Comparison 

between city 

states. Make 

links to life 

today and our 

values. 

Make links 

and 

comparison 

between areas 

previously 

studied 

especially 

Ancient Egypt 

and the 

Romans. 

Consider how 

the periods 

over lapped 

and how ideas 

a non-European 

society that 

provides 

contrasts with 

British history  



the 

achievements of 

the earliest 

civilizations – 

an overview of 

where and when 

the first 

civilizations 

appeared and 

making links 

with others 

areas of history 

so far. 

and thinking 

were 

developed and 

used and 

influenced 

other eras. 

the legacy of 

Greek (art, 

architecture or 

literature) on 

later periods 

in British 

history, 

including the 

present day. 

Elgin Marbles 

Chronology 

understanding 

Understands 

time passes in a 

sequential 

order. 

 

Children use 

key vocabulary 

associated with 

the passage of 

time. 

Home time, 

lunchtime, 

Bedtime, 

before later 

and soon 

 

Remembers and 

talks about 

significant 

events in their 

own experience. 

Understands time 

passes in a 

sequential order. 

 

Children use key 

vocabulary 

associated with 

the passage of 

time. 

then, before, 

now, next, 

soon.after 

(Link to maths) 

 

Begins to 

understand and 

talk about the 

difference 

between past and 

present 

 

 

Sequence 

events in their 

life 

 

Describe 

memories of 

key events in 

lives  

 

Match objects 

to people of 

different ages 

 

Use key vocab 

about the 

passing of time. 

New ,Old, 

Newest, Oldest. 

Long time ago, 

recent, past, 

present 

 

Sequence 

artefacts closer 

together in time - 

check with 

reference book 

 

Sequence 3 or 4 

artefacts from 

distinctly 

different 

periods of time 

 

Sequence 

photographs etc. 

from different 

periods of time 

 

Use key vocab 

about the passing 

of time. 

New ,Old, 

Newest, Oldest. 

Place the time 

studied on a 

time line  

 

 

 

Use dates and 

terms related to 

the study unit 

and passing of 

time  

 

Sequence 

several events or 

artefacts  

 

Become 

introduced to 

the terms 

BC/AD 

 

Place events 

from period 

studied on time 

line  

 

 

Use terms 

related to the 

period and 

begin to date 

events  

 

 

Understand 

more complex 

terms eg 

BC/AD  

 

Know and 

sequence key 

events of time 

studied 

  

 

Use relevant 

terms and 

period labels  

 

 

 

Make 

comparisons 

between 

different times 

in the past  

 

Place current 

study on time 

line in relation 

to other studies  

 

Use relevant 

dates and terms  

 

 

 

Sequence up to 

10 events on a 

time line  

Within a period 

of time 

 



Recognise 

special times 

and events 

through the 

year.  

Birthdays, 

Christmas, 

Easter 

(Come and See) 

 

To use the 

present form 

accurately and 

begin to explore 

the past form by 

retelling a 

simple past 

event. 

 

 

Begin to sequence 

stories or familiar 

events linked to 

topics covered. 

 

Identifies and 

talks about events 

in their own life 

and family 

members. 

 

To use past and 

present and future 

forms to talk 

about events 

 

 

Long time ago, 

recent, modern, 

most recent, 

earliest, latest, 

past, present 

 

 

 

Knowledge and 

understanding 

of events in the 

past. 

Listen with 

interest to 

stories. 

 

Beginning to 

develop an 

understanding 

of change over 

time. 

( Link to 

seasonal 

change) 

 

Has a sense of 

own family and 

relations. 

( RSE and 

Come and See) 

 

 

Recognise that 

time changes us 

all and look 

closely at how 

things change. 

 

Begin to 

recognise 

similarities and 

differences 

between people 

and objects and 

the traditions that 

take place during 

the  year. 

 

Recognise the 

difference 

between past 

and present in 

their own and 

others’ lives  

 

 

 

They know and 

recount 

episodes from 

stories about the 

past . 

 

Recognise why 

people did 

things, why 

events happened 

and what 

happened as a 

result  

 

 

Identify 

similarities and 

differences 

between ways of 

life at different 

times  

 

Find out about 

everyday lives 

of people in 

time studied  

 

 

 

 

Compare with 

our life today  

 

Identify reasons 

for and results 

of people's 

actions  

 

Understand why 

people may 

have wanted to 

do something.  

Use evidence to 

reconstruct life 

in time studied  

 

 

 

 

 

Identify key 

features and 

significant 

events of time 

studied  

 

Look for links 

and effects in 

time studied  

 

Offer a 

reasonable 

Study 

different 

aspects of 

different 

people - 

differences 

between men 

and women  

 

Examine 

causes and 

results of 

significant 

events and the 

impact on 

people  

Compare life 

in early and 

late 'times' 

studied.  

Find out about 

beliefs, 

behaviour and 

characteristics 

of people, 

recognising that 

not everyone 

shares the same 

views and 

feelings  

 

Compare 

beliefs and 

behaviour with 

another time 

studied  

 

Understand 

continuity and 

change  



 

 

explanation for 

some events.  

 

 

Compare an 

aspect of life 

with the same 

aspect in 

another 

period.  

 

 

Write another 

explanation of a 

past event in 

terms of cause 

and effect using 

evidence to 

support and 

illustrate their 

explanation  

 

Know key 

dates, 

characters and 

events of time 

studied  

 

 

Historical 

Interpretation 

 To develop the 

concept of cause 

and consequence 

to moderate their 

own behaviour 

and see how their 

behaviour impacts 

on others. 

(PSE) 

 

 

 

 

Children develop 

their own 

narrative and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas 

and events 

Use stories to 

encourage 

children to 

distinguish 

between fact 

and fiction  

 

Compare adults 

talking about 

the past – how 

reliable are their 

memories?  

 

Compare 2 

versions of a past 

event 

(Moon Landing) 

  

Compare 

pictures or 

photographs of 

people or events 

in the past  

 

Discuss 

reliability of 

photos/ 

accounts/stories  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify and 

give reasons for 

different ways 

in which the 

past is 

represented  

 

Distinguish 

between 

different sources 

– compare 

different 

versions of the 

same story  

 

Look at 

representations 

of the period – 

museum, 

cartoons etc  

 

Look at the 

evidence 

available  

 

Begin to 

evaluate the 

usefulness of 

different 

sources  

 

Use text books, 

internet and 

historical 

knowledge. 

 

Begin to look at 

reasons for 

different 

versions of 

evenets  

 

Compare 

accounts of 

events from 

different 

sources – fact 

or fiction  

 

 

 

 

Offer some 

reasons for 

different 

versions of 

events  

 

Link sources 

and work out 

how 

conclusions 

were arrived at  

 

 

 

 

Consider ways 

of checking the 

accuracy of 

interpretations 

– fact or fiction 

and opinion  

 

Be aware that 

different 

evidence will 

lead to different 

conclusions  



Confidently use 

the library and 

internet for 

research  

 

 

Historical 

enquiry 

.Be encouraged 

to ask why 

based questions 

about things 

around them, 

familiar place, 

objects and 

people 

Children to begin 

to handle  

artefacts  and use 

them as a source 

of evidence. 

Children to play 

with interest with 

toys and artefacts 

from the past and 

talk about some 

difference and 

somethings that 

are the same 

 

Children to 

answer how and 

why questions 

about their 

experiences in 

response to stories 

and events. 

Find answers to 

simple 

questions about 

the past from 

sources of 

information e.g. 

artefacts, 

videos, stories, 

pictures and 

places vivisted 

 

Use a source – 

observe or 

handle sources to 

answer questions 

about the past on 

the basis of 

simple 

observations  

 

Use a range of 

sources to find 

out about a 

period  

 

Observe small 

details – 

artefacts, 

pictures  

 

Select and 

record 

information 

relevant to the 

study  

 

Begin to use the 

library and 

internet for 

research  

 

Use evidence to 

build up a 

picture of a past 

event  

 

 

 

 

Choose relevant 

material to 

present a picture 

of one aspect of 

life in time past 

  

Ask a variety of 

questions  

 

 

Use the library 

and internet for 

research  

 

Begin to 

identify 

primary and 

secondary 

sources  

 

 

 

 

Use evidence 

to build up a 

picture of a 

past event  

 

 

Select relevant 

sections of 

information  

 

Use the library 

and internet 

for research 

with 

increasing 

confidence  

 

Recognise 

primary and 

secondary 

sources  

 

 

 

 

Use a range of 

sources to find 

out about an 

aspect of time 

past  

 

Suggest 

omissions and 

the means of 

finding out  

 

Bring 

knowledge 

gathered from 

several sources 

together to 

form 

contrasting 

arguments  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Organisation 

and 

communication 

Communicate 

their knowledge 

and 

understanding 

by talking with 

adults in the 

setting through 

play based 

activities. 

 

Communicate 

their knowledge 

through:  

Discussion….  

Drawing 

pictures…  

role play..  

Making 

models…..  

Through  play 

based activities in 

continuous 

provision inside 

and out. 

Communicate 

their 

knowledge 

through:  

Discussion….  

Drawing 

pictures…  

Drama/role 

play..  

Making 

models…..  

Writing..  

Using ICT…  

 

 

  Recall, select 

and organise 

historical 

information  

Communicate 

their 

knowledge and 

understanding.  

 Select and 

organise 

information to 

produce 

structured 

work, making 

appropriate use 

of dates and 

terms.  

 

 


