
By the end of Reception children should be able to: 

Objective Guidance 

Learn Its 
 

 

 
 

Count orally to 20 forwards and 
backwards from any given 
number ( not always 0) 

Minimum requirement 

Count forwards before counting backwards 
Counting stick- gradually removing the numbers 
Counting stick- numeral and pictorial representation 

(See the progression document for counting in ones) 

Count up to 20 objects- using one 
to one correspondence 

Count objects to 5 then 10 then 20 
Children should know about the cardinal number 
Children should understand to place objects in a line and say 
one number for each object touched. 

  

Recognise numbers from 0 -20 Recognise numbers from 0-5, then to 10 then to twenty 
They should be able to recognise the pattern in teen numbers 
They should be able to say the number name when shown 

the numbers randomly e.g. using flashcards 

Order numbers 0-20 Put number cards in order from 0-10 then 0 -20 
Give three number cards from 0-10 and put in order 
Give five number cards from 0-20 and put in order from 0-20 
Can say which number is bigger/ smaller 

(See progression document) 
Given a number, say one more or 
one less ( to 20) 

Practically with objects- adding one more or taking away one.  
Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, 
then ten objects. 
Know the number gets bigger when add one more and 
smaller when one less 
Use of number line/ hundred square to recall the number 
which is one more or one less 



Mental recall of facts of one more/ less- say the number that 
is one more/less  to/ from 10 then up to 20 

Add two 1d numbers e.g. 7 + 5 = Stage 1:Using quantities and objects- putting both groups 
together to find the total

 
Stage 2: Using number lines count on from the first number 

 
Stage 3: Putting larger number in their head and counting on 
using fingers 

 
Subtract two 1d numbers 9 – 6 = Stage 1:Using quantities and objects first 

 
 

 
 
 



Stage 2:Using number lines counting back from the first 
number 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3: Putting larger number in their head and counting 
back using fingers 
 

 Double a number to five Using objects or pictures 
Understands doubling is adding the same amount 
Learn Its/ Bunny ears to double 5. 

(See Learn Its) 
Halve a number from ten Using objects or pictures 

Understands halving is sharing into two equal groups 

(See Learn Its) 
Count in multiples of 2,5 and 10 
Exceeded statement 

Initially, using 100 square but eventually rote counting up to 
24  for x2 table, up to 100 for x 5 table, up to 120 for x 10 
table. 

(See progression document) 
Pattern Seeking Look at pattern of adding on in ones 

 

 


