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Pupils should be taught to:  

use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  



 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Listening  Listen to music 

that captures 

different moods. 

 Moves whole body 

to sounds they 

enjoy such as music 

or a beat- dancing 

and ring songs. 

 Beginning to move 

rhythmically. 

 Use music to 

stimulate 

exploration. 

 Play musical bumps 

 Imitate movement 

from teacher 

 Listen to music of 

different styles 

and cultures to 

create moods and 

talk about how 

people move when 

they feel sad or 

happy. 

 Help children to 

listen to music and 

watch dance when 

opportunities arise, 

encouraging them 

to focus on how 

sound and 

movement develop 

from feelings and 

ideas. 

 Listen with 

concentration to 

live and recorded 

music commenting 

on- how it makes 

them feel, what 

they find 

interesting, how it 

makes them want 

to move. 

 Focus on the tempo 

and pitch of a piece 

and comment on. 

 Listen with 

understanding and 

concentration to 

live and recorded 

music. To 

understand means 

to make reference 

to any instrument 

choices and how 

the music reflects 

the mood or theme. 

 Focus on the 

tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm 

and pulse of a piece 

and comment on. 

Instruments  Creates 

spontaneous sounds 

by banging, shaking, 

tapping or blowing. 

 Shows an interest 

in the way musical 

instruments sound. 

 Begins to show an 

interest to explore 

how different 

instruments make 

different sounds. 

 

 Shows an interest 

in the way musical 

instruments sound- 

loud and quiet 

 Explores the 

different sounds of 

instruments. 

 Discover untuned 

instruments- 

physically finding 

out how the work. 

For example, a 

drum can be hit 

with a stick, tapped 

on the side, nail 

drummed on the 

surface. 

 Learn the 

instrument 

families. Brass, 

 Play untuned 

instruments in 

appropriate ways. 

Playing the untuned 

instruments 

correctly. 

 Play tuned 

instruments 

musically. Playing 

the instruments 

tunefully not just 

whacking them. 



Strings, Percussion, 

woodwind.  

 Play untuned 

instruments in 

interesting ways. 

See above 

comment. 

 Body percussion. 

Only focusing on 

their hands, 

mouths, feet. 

 Learn to play the 

recorder. 

 Copy short pieces 

of music. Call and 

response style 

from teacher to 

student. 

 Read basic 

notation. Crochet 

not on a stave with 

the note name 

under it.  

 Body percussion 

Interesting ways to 

use their bodies i.e. 

armpit noises, 

slapping thighs. 

Performance  Joins in singing 

nursery rhymes 

 Taps out simple 

repeated rhythms 

modelled by an 

adult- taps out 

syllables of name. 

 

 Joins in singing 

favourite songs 

 Creates sounds by 

banging, shaking, 

tapping or blowing. 

 Children sing songs, 

make music and 

experiment with 

ways of changing 

them.  

 Represent their 

own ideas, thoughts 

and feelings 

through music and 

dance. (exploration) 

 Use their voices to 

sing songs/ chants/ 

rhymes  

 Use their bodies to 

perform. 

Accompanying a 

song with the body 

percussion- hands, 

mouths, feet. 

 Focus on the tempo 

and pitch of a 

piece.  

 Evaluate their 

performance using 

the words tempo 

 Use their voices 

expressively to sing 

songs/ chants and 

rhymes. Singing 

with confidence 

and enthusiasm. 

Singing without the 

guidance of T. 

 Focus on the   

tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm 

and pulse of the 

piece. 

 Evaluate their 

performance using 



and pitch.  Video 

the performance 

and video the 

discussion that is 

had after.  

the words tempo, 

pitch and dynamics 

Video the 

performance and 

video the 

discussion that is 

had after. 

Composition.  Sings to self and 

makes up simple 

songs. 

 Makes up tapping 

rhythms when given 

an object. 

 Sings to self and 

makes up simple 

songs.  

 Makes up tapping 

rhythms when given 

an object. 

 Experiment with 

instruments during 

a song how do 

different 

instruments reflect 

different themes. 

 Use body 

percussion during a 

song different 

parts of the body 

are quieter and 

some are louder for 

the different 

parts. 

 Select appropriate 

instruments low 

pitch and high pitch 

instruments to 

reflect song. 

 Evaluate their 

composition using 

the words tempo 

and pitch. 

 Video the 

performance and 

 Experiment with 

instruments to 

create a song. 

What instruments 

create a theme or 

feeling? Building 

instruments 

together to 

support the sound. 

 Select appropriate 

instruments  for 

example, a fire 

could be created 

through crackling 

of rain stick and 

the sparks of the 

triangle. 

 Combine the sounds 

for effect As 

above. 

 Note using 

drawings 

Instruments on a 

line with a drawing 

to show where they 



video the 

discussion that is 

had after. 

come in and type of 

pitch etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


