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Pupils should be taught to:  

play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

use and understand staff and other musical notations  

appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

develop an understanding of the history of music.  
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 Listen to live and recorded 

music- starting to pick out 

further details. To 

understand how a composer 

uses the inter-dimensional 

music attributes already 

taught to create a piece of 

music i.e. how a slow pulse 

creates a different 

atmosphere than a fast 

pulse. 

 Start to understand how 

different cultures use 

music. Focus on European 

music and how it changes 

from country to country. 

 Develop a history of music. 

Look at the 1700s- 1800s 

 Focus on tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm, pulse, 

timbre 

 Listen with attention to 

detail. To understand how a 

composer uses the inter-

dimensional music 

attributes already taught 

to create a piece of music 

i.e. further discuss the 

timbre and texture of the 

music. 

 Recall if a piece of music 

sounds familiar. If a piece 

of music sounds similar for 

example uses the same 

building crescendo or has 

the same melodic pattern. 

 Show understanding of 

recorded and live music. 

Understanding what the 

difference is between the 

two and how artists can 

perform a song differently. 

 Show understanding of 

what makes music within 

different cultures 

different. Focus on the 

differing music’s of Anglo- 

Saxons, Romans and Vikings. 

 Develop an understanding of 

the history of music. Look 

at the 1800s to 1900s. 

 Listen with attention to 

detail. To understand how a 

composer uses the inter-

dimensional music 

attributes already taught 

to create a piece of music 

i.e. further discuss the 

harmony and structure of 

music.  

 Recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. If 

a piece of music sounds 

similar for example uses 

the same building crescendo 

or has the same melodic 

pattern- now able to recall 

exactly how the piece was 

played.  

 Appreciate high quality 

recorded and live music. 

Able to discuss what 

attributes they like about 

live music and recorded 

music played in various ways 

i.e. live performance, vinyl, 

tape played, radio, youtube. 

 Vocalise the attributes of 

musical culture and 

traditions. How music can 

shape culture focusing on 

the music of WWII and 

 Listen with attention to 

detail. To understand how a 

composer uses the inter-

dimensional music 

attributes already taught 

to create a piece of music 

i.e. focusing on the 

articulation of notes ( 

played staccato etc) 

 Recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. If 

a piece of music sounds 

similar for example uses 

the same building crescendo 

or has the same melodic 

pattern- now able to recall 

exactly how the piece was 

played. 

 Compare and contrast piece 

of music from own 

knowledge. Listen to pieces 

and from own bank of 

musical knowledge suggest 

inter dimensional 

similarities and differences. 

 Appreciate high quality 

recorded and live music. 

Able to discuss what 

attributes they like about 

live music and recorded 

music played in various ways 



 Focus on tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm, pulse, 

timbre, texture, structure 

propaganda and the music 

of Brazil. 

 Develop and understanding 

of the history of music. 

Look at the 1900s - Now 

 

 

 pulse, pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure, musical 

notation. Harmony. 

structure 

i.e. live performance, vinyl, 

tape played, radio, youtube. 

 Vocalise the differences 

between musical cultures 

and traditions. Comparing 

how the inter-dimensional 

features are used across 

cultures. 

 Vocalise the difference 

between composers and 

their compositions. 

Comparing how the inter- 

dimensional features are 

used between different 

composers. 

 Develop and understanding 

of the history of music. 

Compare all years and focus 

on “eras” i.e. romantic era, 

baroque, waltz, WWII 

music. 

 

 Articulation of notes, 

harmony, chords, metre, 

ostinato, pulse, pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, structure, 

musical notation. 
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 Play and perform a solo 

performance using their 

voice as an instrument. 

Singing effectively in 

 Play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts using 

their voices and musical 

instruments. Singing and 

 Play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and musical 

instruments. Singing and 

 play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing 

musical instruments with 
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time and in tune by 

themselves. 

 Utilise a tuned 

instrument with some 

accuracy, fluency and 

control. Further 

recorder unit- 

developing their note 

reading skills. 

 Read basic music 

notation on a stave. 

Notes will now be on a 

stave but with clear 

note prompts. 

combining the instruments 

in tune and by themselves. 

 Utilise a tuned instrument 

with good accuracy, fluency 

and control. Through the 

use of the wider opps unit. 

 Read basic music notation 

on a stave. Notes will now 

be on a stave but with clear 

note prompts. 

combining the instruments 

in tune and by themselves. 

 Playing in a harmony as an 

ensemble- using the voice as 

an instrument. Harmonising 

through acapella 

performance using the piano 

to direct the notes initially 

before learning a song. 

 Read music notation with 

the correct stave 

structure. Notes clear on 

stave including all the key 

features of music reading 

including dynamic signs, 

metre. Note prompts still 

available though created 

themselves.  

 Play the tuned instrument 

whilst reading the correct 

stave structure. As above. 

increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression Singing and 

combining the instruments 

in tune and by themselves. 

 use and understand staff 

notations on the stave. 

 Understand how to read the 

dimensions of music 

surrounding the stave. 

Looking further at the 

articulation of notes and 

metre.  

 Read music without note 

prompts. Notes clear on 

stave including all the key 

features of music reading 

including dynamic signs, 

metre. 
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 Develop the skill of 
improvisation following the 
structure of a piece of music 
and improvising in a section. 
Following the pre- 
established inter dimensional 
attributes i.e. slow tempo 
then improvisation is slow. 
Focus on new learning 
though. 
 

 Develop the skill of 
improvisation following the 
structure of a piece of music 
and improvising in a section. 
Following the pre- 
established inter dimensional 
attributes i.e. slow tempo 
then improvisation is slow. 
Focus on new learning 
though. 
 

 Improvise and compose 

music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of music. 

Composing a piece of music 

utilising tuned instruments- 

continuing from a given 

performance piece.  
 

 pulse, pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

improvise and compose 

music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of music 

Composing a piece of music 

utilising tuned instruments- 

continuing from a given 

performance piece.  

  

 



 Focus on tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm, pulse, 

timbre 
 

Continuation of instrument skills 
within performance. 

 

 Focus on tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, rhythm, pulse, 

timbre, texture, structure 

 

 
Continuation of instrument skills 
within performance. 

 

texture, structure, musical 

notation. Harmony. 

Structure, scales 
 

Continuation of instrument skills 
within performance. 
 

 

 Articulation of notes, 

harmony, chords, metre, 

ostinato, pulse, pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, structure, 

musical notation. 

 
Continuation of instrument skills 
within performance. 
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 Composing a piece of music 

with guidance using the 

inter- dimensional skills. 

See the highlighted blue 

focus and also utilising 

previously taught aspects. 

 Able to record using visual 

prompts. Instruments 

shown and then directed 

through drawings. 

 Composing a piece of music 

with guidance using the 

inter- dimensional skills. 

See the highlighted blue 

focus and also utilising 

previously taught aspects. 

 Able to write tuned music 

using note prompts. Simple 

piece of music following 

given structure four note 

melody that is repeated in 

the key of C i.e. all white 

notes no black notes. 

 Composing a piece of music 

using the already 

established inter-

dimensional skills. See the 

highlighted blue focus and 

also utilising previously 

taught aspects. 

 Able to follow a theme of 

music. Creating an 

atmosphere to the music by 

selecting appropriate 

instruments and sound 

textures. 

 Able to replicate learnt 

musical styles in their 

composition. Looking at 

creating an effect through 

various dynamics and note 

manipulation. 

 Able to write tuned music 

using the stave- looking at a 

basic harmony led by 

 Composing a piece of music 

using the already 

established inter-

dimensional skills. See the 

highlighted blue focus and 

also utilising previously 

taught aspects. 

 Able to follow a theme of 

music. Creating an 

atmosphere to the music by 

selecting appropriate 

instruments and sound 

textures. 

 Able to replicate learnt 

musical styles in their 

composition. Looking at 

creating an effect through 

various dynamics and note 

manipulation. 

 Able to write tuned music 

using the stave. Free 

writing in the Key of C 



teacher.  Basic tuned 

melody heavily guided by 

the teacher. 

after playing- keeping to 

note values that they have 

looked at. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


