
Music Curriculum Long Term Plan        June 2020 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 1 Listening Unit 

All about me 

Listen with 

concentration to live 

and recorded music 

commenting on- how 

it makes them feel, 

what they find 

interesting, how it 

makes them want to 

move. 

Focus on the tempo 

and pitch of a piece 

and comment on. 

 

Instruments Units 

The Human Body 

Discover untuned 

instruments- 

physically finding 

out how the work. 

Learn the 

instrument families. 

Play untuned 

instruments in 

interesting ways. 

Body percussion. 

 Performance Unit 

The Great Fire of 

London 

Use their voices to 

sing songs/ chants/ 

rhymes 

Use their bodies to 

perform. 

Focus on the tempo 

and pitch of a piece. 

Evaluate their 

performance using 

the words tempo and 

pitch. 

 

 

 Composition Unit 

Seaside Holidays 

Experiment with 

instruments during a 

song. 

Use body percussion 

during a song. 

Select appropriate 

instruments 

Evaluate their 

composition using 

the words tempo and 

pitch. 

 

Year 2 Listening Unit 

100 Years Ago 

Listen with 

understanding and 

concentration to live 

and recorded music 

Focus on the tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, 

rhythm and pulse of 

a piece and comment 

on. 

 

 

Instruments Units 

Materials 

Play untuned 

instruments in 

appropriate ways.  

Play tuned 

instruments 

musically 

Learn to play the 

recorder. 

Copy short pieces of 

music 

Read basic notation.  

Body percussion  

 

Performance Unit 

Plants animals and 

Humans 

Play tuned 

instruments 

musically 

Learn to play the 

recorder 

Copy short pieces of 

music.  

Read basic notation.  

Use their voices 

expressively to sing 

songs/ chants and 

rhymes 

 Composition Unit 

Africa 

Experiment with 

instruments during a 

song. 

Use body percussion 

during a song. 

Select appropriate 

instruments 

Evaluate their 

composition using 

the words tempo and 

pitch. 
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Focus on the tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, 

rhythm and pulse of 

the piece. 

Evaluate their 

performance using 

the words tempo, 

pitch and dynamics  

 

 

Year 3 Listening Unit 

British Culture 

Listen to live and 

recorded music- 

starting to pick out 

further details.  

Start to understand 

how different 

cultures use music 

Develop a history of 

music 

Focus on tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, 

rhythm, pulse, 

timbre 

 

Instrument Unit 

Rocks and Fossils  

Play and perform a 

solo performance 

using their voice as 

an instrument 

Utilise a tuned 

instrument with 

some accuracy, 

fluency and control 

Read basic music 

notation on a stave 

 

 Performance Unit 

Volcanoes 

Play and perform a 

solo performance 

using their voice as 

an instrument 

Utilise a tuned 

instrument with 

some accuracy, 

fluency and control 

Read basic music 

notation on a stave 

 

Composition Unit 

Volcanoes 

Composing a piece of 

music with guidance 

using the inter- 

dimensional skills 

Able to record using 

visual prompts 

 

 

Year 4 Listening Unit 

Live vs Recorded 

Listen with attention 

to detail 

Instruments Units 

Christmas Markets 

Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts using their 

Performance Unit 

Liverpool 

Develop the skill of 

improvisation  

Focus on tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, 

Performance Unit 

Cartoon Animation 

Composing a piece of 

music with guidance 

using the inter- 

dimensional skills.  
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Recall if a piece of 

music sounds 

familiar 

Show understanding 

of recorded and live 

music 

Show understanding 

of what makes music 

within different 

cultures different 

Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music 

Focus on tempo, 

pitch, dynamics, 

rhythm, pulse, 

timbre, texture, 

structure 

voices and musical 

instruments.  

Utilise a tuned 

instrument with 

good accuracy, 

fluency and control.  

Read basic music 

notation on a stave 

 

rhythm, pulse, 

timbre, texture, 

structure 

 

Able to write tuned 

music using note 

prompts. Simple 

piece of music 

following given 

structure  

 

Year 5 Listening Unit 

World War 2 

Listen with attention 

to detail.  

Recall sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory.  

Appreciate high 

quality recorded and 

live music 

Vocalise the 

attributes of musical 

culture and 

traditions.  

Instruments 

Christmas 

 

Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and musical 

instruments 

Playing in a harmony 

as an ensemble- 

using the voice as an 

instrument 

  Performance 

Rainforests 

Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions 

of music. 

pulse, pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, musical 

notation. Harmony. 

Structure, scales 

Composition 

Rainstorms 

Composing a piece of 

music using the 

already established 

inter-dimensional 

skills 

Able to follow  

Able to replicate 

learnt musical styles 

in their composition 

Able to write tuned 

music using the 

stave- looking at a 
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Develop and 

understanding of the 

history of music 

pulse, pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, musical 

notation. Harmony. 

structure 

 

Read music notation 

with the correct 

stave structure 

Play the tuned 

instrument whilst 

reading the correct 

stave structure 

 

 basic harmony led by 

teacher.   

 

Year 6 Listening Unit 

Victorians 

Listen with attention 

to detail 

Recall sounds with 

increasing aural 

memory.  

Compare and 

contrast piece of 

music from own 

knowledge 

Appreciate high 

quality recorded and 

live music 

Vocalise the 

differences between 

musical cultures and 

traditions 

Vocalise the 

difference between 

composers and their 

compositions 

Instruments 

Life and living 

things 

play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression  

use and understand 

staff notations on 

the stave. 

Understand how to 

read the dimensions 

of music surrounding 

the stave.  

Read music without 

note prompts 

  Performance and 

Composition Unit 

Cartoon 

improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the inter-

related dimensions 

of music  

Articulation of 

notes, harmony, 

chords, metre, 

ostinato, pulse, 

pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, musical 

notation. 
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Develop and 

understanding of the 

history of music.  

 

Articulation of 

notes, harmony, 

chords, metre, 

ostinato, pulse, 

pitch, rhythm, 

dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, musical 

notation. 

 

 


